
Dear Friends, 

I am excited to share with you the news that I have been 

awarded the Daniel Jeremy Silver Fellowship at Harvard University 

for one semester next year, and will be spending my sabbatical 

(January 1 thru May 31, 2017), taking classes, researching and writing 

at Harvard.  The fellowship is awarded annually to a congregational 

rabbi for the pursuit of a project in Jewish scholarship. I wanted to 

tell you a little about the project I will be researching during this 

fellowship.  

As a rabbi, one of my goals is to open up and “translate” so to 

speak, the richness of Jewish texts and literature, so as to expand the 

possibility for Jewish religious and spiritual growth and reflection. 

Yet the secular identity and perspective of many Jews can generate 

either disinterest or skepticism that may hinder the exploration 

religious literature or ideas in conventional settings. In the course of 

pursuing and sharing my own passion for literature, however, both 

Jewish and secular, I have found that modern literature addresses 

some of these “religious” themes in a secular context and opens the 

possibility of exploring spiritual issues in a group of people with 

diverse beliefs.  

Take for the moment a spiritual topic such as transcendence. 

For modernist writers such as Virginia Wolf or Franz Kafka, for 

example,  “transcendence generally meant experiences that originated 

in the ordinary world, not the supernatural, but that opened some 

sort of insight beyond the realm of the ordinary . . .” as scholar 

Pericles Lewis writes.   Books like To the Lighthouse go beyond the 

boxes of secular/sacred by looking at the transcendence within 



ordinary life.  There are many scholars at this time examining those 

kinds of issues in religion and literature. 

My goal is to look at one particular modernist Yiddish writer, 

Jacob Glatstein, a Polish immigrant to America, as a way to explore 

this topic both within his writing and other writers of his time (1920’s 

and 1930’s especially).  By doing so, I will not only be able to study 

one of the greatest Yiddish writers of both poetry and prose, but I will 

be able to explore what is sometimes called the “secular sacred” as a 

way to open up discussion of challenging religious issues in a context 

that is inviting to both secular and religious Jews with diverse beliefs. 

In our Yiddish Literature classes on March 29 and April 16th, we 

will be reading Jacob Glatstein, and if you are interested, you can call 

the office for the reading.  We would love you to join us.  I hope that is 

just the beginning of our study together, and of many discussions to 

come. 

I am so excited for this opportunity to study and write, and so 

grateful to the community for affirming study and growth as central 

part of the work of a rabbi and spiritual leader. 

With blessings to all for a joyful Purim and meaningful Pesach, 

Rabbi Caryn Broitman 

 


